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OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE NO. §H2233356 
FROM: ERIC B. SMITH, COMMANDER TO: KARYN MANNIS, CAPTAIN 
LEADERSHIP AND TRAINING DIVISION INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 


SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE DISPOSITION: 
DEPUTY HUGO F. RAMOS 
DEPUTY JOSEPH M. MANFREE 
EAST LOS ANGELES STATION 


Deputies Hugo F. Ramos E ano Joseph M. Manfree MU responded to 
Floral Avenue, East Los Angeles to assist with an “illegal shots fired” call. 


Deputy Ramos drove their radio car west on Folsom Street approaching Humphreys 
Avenue. Both deputies saw Suspect Salvador Zepeda running east on Folsom 
Street toward the northwest corner of Humphreys Avenue. Deputy Ramos stopped 
their radio car at the corner and both deputies exited. 


When Suspect Zepeda apparently saw the deputies, he removed what appeared to 
be a large handgun from his waistband and pointed it at them. Both deputies fired 
several rounds at the suspect, striking him. 


Suspect Zepeda was pronounced dead at the scene by L.A. County Fire personnel. 
A large, black steel air-pistol was recovered next to Suspect Zepeda's body. 


On July 22, 2010, the Executive Force Review Committee convened and conducted 
a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that were evaluated 
by the committee were: MPP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3-01/025.30, Use of 
Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; and 3-01/050.10, 
Performance to Standards. 


SH2233356 -2- August 11, 2010 


Concerning: 


MPP $ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 

Force, and MPP $ 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined that 

the force used by Deputy Hugo F. Ramos E aná Deputy Joseph M. Manfree 
as reasonable and necessary and in compliance with Department policy. 


MPP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by both deputes in this incident were within Department Policy. 


7 
Eric B. Smith, Commander 


EBS:RSP/rsp 
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County of Los Angeles 


SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
HIT SHOOTING EVALUATION 


(On Duty) 
(Suspect Deceased) 
UNIT: East Los Angeles Sheriffs Station 
DATE: November 30, 2008, Sunday 


TIME: 0205 hours 

LOCATION: Hy. Humpreys Avenue, East Los Angeles (Unincorporated) 
URN#: 008-15402-0273-013 

IAB#: SH2233356 


NATURE OF INCIDENT: 

On November 30, 2008, at approximately 0205 hours, East Los Angeles Deputies Hugo 
F. Ramos, Employee eT his partner, Joseph M. Manfree, Employee = 
shot Suspect Salvador Zepeda (MH/18) when he pointed what deputies believed was a 
handgun at them. 


Deputios Ramos and Manfree were dispatched as assisting units to the location o ‘i 
Floral Avenue, East Los Angeles regarding an “illegal shots fired” call (ELA Tag-38). As 
Deputies Ramos (driver) and Manfree (passenger) drove west on Folsom Street 
approaching Humphreys Avenue, they saw Suspect Zepeda running east on Folsom 
Street, crossing from the south sidewalk to the north sidewalk and continue running 
toward the northwest corner of Humpreys Avenue/Folsom Street. The deputies stopped 
their black and white patrol vehicle next to the stop sign at the northeast side of the 
intersection and quickly exited as the suspect reached the northwest corner of the 
intersection. Suspect Zepeda stopped and looked in the direction of the deputies, then 
reached into his waistband and removed a large bleck hand gun, and pointed it at 
deputy personnel. Fearing for their safety, both deputies fired several shots at the 
suspect, striking him. 


Suspect Zepeda sustained gunshot wounds to the head, left shoulder, groin, and back 
side. He was pronounced dead at the scene by Los Angeles County Fire/Paramedics. A 
large, black steel air-pistol hand gun was recovered adjacent to the suspect’s body. 
Neither deputy was injured. 


By: Frank F. Quichocho, Sergeant 
Date: June 10, 2010 


SHOOTING INCIDENT EVALUATION IAB # SH 2233356 
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The following is a summary of the events: 

Deputies Oscar Lopez, Employee EEE end his partner, Mario Astorga, Employee 
AMM sienes as ELA 21/E, were one ofthe assisting units on an “illegal shots fired” 
call for service. They drove drove to the location at| loral Drive, and discovered 
that a party had already dispersed. Contacts with several partygoers met with negative 
results concerning a shooting and/or gunshots in the area; however, Deputies Lopez and 
Astorga continued searching the vicinity for potential gunshot victims and/or evidence 
of a shooting. 


As they were driving east on Floral Drive, Deputies Lopez and Astorga saw Suspect 
Zepeda crouched behind a parked truck on Humpreys Avenue adjacent to oral 
Drive. When they made a U-turn to contact him, they lost sight of him. It appeared as 
if Suspect Zepeda was “lying-in-wait,” or planning an ambush. Deputies Lopez and 
Astorga drove west through the north alley of Floral Drive then north on Sydney 
Avenue, when they saw Suspect Zepeda running north on the east side of Sydney 
Avenue then east on Folsom Street from Sydney Avenue. As they momentarily lost sight 
of Suspect Zepeda, they also noticed that a blacked-out patrol vehicle was driving west 
on Folsom Street, just east of their location, which was later identified as ELA 24 
(Deputies Ramos and Manfree). Soon after, they heard gunshots and believed they were 
being fired upon. They exited their patrol vehicle and took cover eventually realizing 
that Deputies Ramos and Manfree were just involved in a shooting with Suspect Zepeda. 


ELA 24, Deputies Ramos and Manfree, were driving west on Folsom Street approaching 
Humphreys Avenue searching the area for illegal! activity related to the “illegal shots 
fired” call for service. Deputy Ramos then saw a male individual (Suspect Zepeda) 
about two streets (Sydney Avenue) from his location running from the south sidewalk 
of the street crossing over to the north sidewalk and then sprinting east toward the 
northwest corner of Humpreys Avenue and Folsom S:reet toward them. 


After advising his partner, Deputy Manfree, of his observations concerning Suspect 
Zepeda’s approach toward them, Deputy Ramos decided to make contact with the 
suspect based on the call for service. When Suspect Zepeda reached the northwest 
corner of Humpreys Avenue and Folsom Street, both deputies exited their patrol car, 
which was at the northeast corner of Humpreys Avenue/Folsom Street. Suspect Zepeda 
immediately stopped running, looked at them, and with his left hand pulled up his 
sweat shirt, and with his right hand removed what appeared to be a large hand gun from 
his waistband. At this point, both Deputies Ramos and Manfree were already out of 
their patrol vehicle with duty weapons drawn and pointed at Suspect Zepeda. 


Suspect Zepeda continued to raise the hand gun from his waistband and began to point 
it at them. Fearing for their lives, and believing Suspect Zepeda was going to shoot 
them, they both fired several rounds at Suspect Zepeda, striking him. 
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Deputy Ramos immediately initiated an officer-involved shooting broadcast and 
requested fire/paramedics to respond to their lecation. Although Suspect Zepeda 
remained motionless on the ground, he had both of his hands tucked underneath his 
body. Assisting unit ELA 21, Deputies Lopezand Astorga, subsequently helped Deputies 
Ramos and Astorga in tactically approaching Suspect Zepeda, whereby his hands were 
pulled out from underneath his body and handcuffed for officer safety pending the 
arrival of fire/paramedics. 


Captain Cervantes of Los Angeles County Fire Department, Engine #1, Squad #3, 
pronounced the suspect dead at 0223 hours. 


A black air-pistol “Mark Man 17" was recovered at the scene, laying on a grass easement, 
just west of Suspect Zepeda’s body. 


Internal Affairs Bureau was notified at 0300 hours, whereby Lieutenant Don Slawson, 
along with Sergeant’s Laura Haynes and Teri Roberts responded to the command post 
to conduct a Shooting Review of the incident. 


On August 31, 2009, Los Angeles County Deputy District Attorney Stephanie Sparagna 
(JSID) issued a Letter of Opinion concerning the deputy-involved shooting. The District 
Attorney's conclusion stated the following: 


"The evidence examined shows that Deputies Ramos and 
Manfree attempted to contact Salvador Zepeda regarding a 
“Shots Fired” call. Zepeda initially ran away from deputies 
then turned and pointed what appeared to be a firearm at 
them. Unbeknownst to the deputies, Zepeda was pointing 
an air pistol. The deputies, in fear for their lives, responded 
with deadly force. 


We conclude that Deputies Hugo Ramos and Joseph Manfree 
acted in lawful self-defense of another when they used 
deadly force against Salvador Zepeda-Alarcon. We are 
therefore closing our file and will take no further action in 
this matter.” 


IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit A, for a complete copy of the Letter 


of Opinion issued by the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office regarding the deputy-involved shooting. 
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The following summary is based on written documentation, and interviews ofinvolved 
deputies. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Ramos, Hugo F., Deputy Sheriff, Employee EO | 
East Los Angeles Sheriffs Station 
Field Operations Region I 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 
Date of Employment: 09-27-1995 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Completed Patrol Training: 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 01/23/2005: Armed Person, Fleeing Suspect, Foot Pursuit 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 292 


Manfree, Joseph M., Deputy Sheriff, Employee =z 
East Los Angeles Sheriffs Station 
Field Operations Region I 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 
Date of Employment: 11-08-2001 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 
Completed Patrol Training: 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


INVOLVED SUSPECT: 


Zepeda-Alarcon, Salvador, MH/18, DOB: 03-08-1990, 5'09/115, BIk/Bro. 
Address} ome;| 
CII. N: FBI: DL AIN: 


Involved Suspect Juvenile History: 
Suspect Zepeda had an 


Ee was also a “Lopez 
Maravilla” gang member. 
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VICTIM'S: 


1. Deputy Hugo F. Ramos 
2. Deputy Joseph M. Manfree 


IAB Note: Refer to the Exhibits for a summary of 


the Homicide interview/transcription and Internal 
Affairs interviews. 


CIVILIAN WITNESSES: 


Interviewed by LASD Homicide 


OPNOA PRONE 


so 


'H/16, DOB 


IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit B for a 


summary of the Homicide interview. 


CANVASSED AREA OF WITNESSES: 


IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit B for a supplementary 
report of listed witness statements by patrol personnel. 
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DEPARTMENT WITNESS(S): 


1. Deputy Oscar L. Lopez 
2. Deputy Mario G. Astorga 


IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit B for a summary 


of the Homicide interview, and subsequent 
supplementary reports. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Hugo Ramos, Employee 2: interviewed by Internal Affairs Sergeant 
Frank Quichocho on April 21, 2010, at approximately 0948 hours. Deputy Ramos was 
represented by ALADS Attorney, Anna Slotky from the Offices of Green and Shinee. 
The interview was digitally recorded and the following is a summary. 


Deputy Ramos (driver) said he and his patrol We puty Maníree (passenger), were 
the assisting unit regarding an “illegal shots fired” call for service at loral Drive, 
East Los Angeles. While driving their marked patrol vehicle west on Folsom Street 
approaching Humpreys Avenue, Deputy Ramos said he saw Suspect Zepeda running 
from the south sidewalk of Folsom Street at Sydney Avenue, which was about two 
streets from his location, crossing over to the north sidewalk. 


Deputy Ramos described Suspect’s Zepeda's manner of runningas a full sprint when he 
ran across the south side walk of Folsom Street onto the north sidewalk. As Suspect 
Zepeda ran east on Folsom Street toward their direction, Deputy Ramos warned Deputy 
Manfree of his observations and decided to contact Suspect Zepeda in relation to the call 
for service, which was a tenth of a mile, south of their location. As they drove to the 
intersection of Folsom Street and Humpreys Avenue, Deputy Ramos said Suspect 
Zepeda was already at the northwest corner of the intersection. 


Deputy Ramos said he stopped the patrol vehicle, and quickly exited with Deputy 
Manfree, at which time, he saw Suspect Zepeda immediately stop and look toward their 
direction. At this point, Deputy Ramos stated he saw Suspect Zepeda pull his sweat 
shirt up with his left hand, while his right hand removed what appeared to be a large 
handgun from his waistband. As Suspect Zepeda was raising the gun toward them, 
Deputy Ramos said he was out of his patrol car with his weapon drawn and aimed at 
him. Fearing for his life, and his partner’s, as well as believing Suspect Zepeda was 
going to kill them, he fired about three to five rounds, striking him. When Suspect 
Zepeda fell to the ground, Deputy Ramos initiated an emergent crime broadcast 
regarding an officer-involved shooting at the location and requested for Fire/Paramedics 
to respond for the suspect. 
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Although Suspect Zepeda laid motionless on the ground, Deputy Ramos said both of the 
suspect’s hands were tucked underneath his body; therefore, for officer safety, he 
requested Deputies Lopez and Astorga (ELA 21) to assist them in tactically approaching 
the suspect and handcuffinghim. Seconds later, additional assisting units arrived along 
with Fire/Paramedics. 


During follow-up questioning, Deputy Ramos said the call for service was a priority call 
which was both voiced over the dispatch channel and sent to their Mobile Digital 
Terminal (MDT). Upon receiving the call, Deputy Ramos said he was at Blanchard 
Avenue, north of Folsom Street when he headed east to southbound Lopez Avenue to 
wesibound Folsom Street. 


While driving west on Folsom Street, mid-block between Lopez Avenue and Humpreys 
Avenue, Deputy Ramos stated he was blacked-out (no lights on) in the middle of the 
street when he first noticed Suspect Zepeda running/sprinting toward the northwest 
corner of Humphreys Avenue/Folsom Street. Deputy Ramos explained that since 
Suspect Zepeda was initially about a couple hundred feet away from his location, he 
decided to wait for him to reach Humphreys Avenue in order to get a better view then 
make his approach to detain him concerning the “illegal shooting” call. 


Once Suspect Zepeda reached the northwest corner of Humphreys Avenue and Folsom 
Street, Deputy Ramos said he pulled his patrol car out of the darkness, slowed down and 
then stopped it close to the northeast of the intersection. 


Deputy Ramos indicated that he initially saw a silhouette running/sprinting toward him 
from about two blocks away, which ended up being Suspect Zepeda, who was the only 
individual on the street. He said the incident unfolded so quickly that the last thing he 
recalled was telling Deputy Manfree to get out of the car, adding there was no time for 
further communication inside the patrol car. 


By the time Suspect Zepeda reached the corner of the intersection, Deputy Ramos said 
their patrol car was about 50 fect away from the suspect, who stopped and immediately 
reached into his waistband. Deputy Ramos stated that he believed Suspect Zepeda 
acknowledged their patrol presence by looking at them in the direction of their patrol 
car. 


At this time, Deputy Ramos said their patrol car came to a complete stop within 20 feet 
of Suspect Zepeda as he and Deputy Manfree both exited. Upon exiting the patrol car, 
Deputy Ramos said Suspect Zepeda went straight for the waistband area of his clothing 
with his left hand and pulled up his sweatshirt, while his right hand pulled out a 
handgun which was tucked inside the waistband area. Deputy Ramos explained that 
the Suspect Zepeda’s actions occurred immediately and within seconds. He said the 
suspect was standing at the corner of the sidewalk during the confrontation. 
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Deputy Ramos added that Suspect Zepeda completely pulled the gun out of his 
waistband, and raised it toward them, which was eventually pointed in their direction. 
Based on Suspect Zepeda's actions, Deputy Ramos said he believed he was going to be 
shot and killed; therefore, he fired three to five rounds at the suspect, striking him, who 
then fell onto the street. After he shot the suspect, Deputy Ramos said he also heard 
additional gunshots, but could not determine if they were from the suspect or his 
partner, atthat time. Deputy Ramos was situated between the car door and the vehicle 


during the shooting. 
The following is an excerpt of Deputy Manfree's transcribed interview on Page 8, line 
21: 
Quichocho: What made you decide to detain the individual as he approached the 
intersection of Folsom and Humpreys there? 
Ramos: For the illegal shooting. Just in case he was related to the illegal shooting. 
Quichocho: So in your mind he was - - you believed that he was involved in the 923, the 
illegal shooting call. 
Ramos: Yes. 
Quichocho: At what point in time did you pull your patrol car up to the suspect? As he 
was rounding the corner of Humphreys or was he still on the Folsom side? 
Ramos: Yeah, he was still on the Folsom side. He was approaching Humphreys, the 
corner there. I would say maybe within 50 feet. 
Quichocho: Okay. 
Ramos: He was at a full sprint. 
Quichocho: As you approached him all blacked out in your patrol car, did he notice - - 
did you - - did it appear to you that he noticed that a patrol car was right in 
front of him? 
Ramos: Yes. He stopped and looked at us. 
Quichocho: So he did acknowledge and lock in the patrol car’s direction? 
Ramos: Oh, yes. 
Quichocho: And what was his reaction after that? 
Ramos: He just went straight for his waistband. He pulled his, his sweatshirt up with 
his left and with his right hand he pulled out the gun. 
Quichocho: Now was this just all developing like within seconds? I mean immediately? 
Ramos: Yes. 
Quichocho: As he was running down Folsom, at what distance did you see him, I believe 
you said it was his right hand pulled up his sweater? His sweatshirt? 
Ramos: No, his left hand. 
Quichocho: His left hand? Okay. What - - what was that distance? When you first 
noticed? If you recall? 
Ramos: Maybe 20 feet. 
Quichocho: Was he still on Folsom or was he on Humphreys already? 
Ramos: No, he was at the northwest corner of Folsom and Humphreys. 
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Quichocho: And he was still facing you when he made that motion? 


Ramos: Yes. 

Quichocho: And then at what point did he retrieve the large handgun with his right hand? 
Or was it simultaneous? 

Ramos: Tt was simultaneously. It was - - as he was - - it looked like he was gonna 
round the corner and go northbound on Humphreys, and when he noticed us, 
he stopped and immediately he went for his waistband. 

Quichocho: So it appeared that he was gonna - - the confrontation was gonna occur 
because he stopped and acknowledged you guys? 

Ramos: Yes. 

Quichocho: Did he like square off towards you guys? When he pulled what appeared to 
be the large handgun, at what point - - did he pull it out of his waistband? 
Out of a pocket? Out of his sweatshirt? 


Ramos: No, it was tucked in his waistband. 

Quichocho: As he was doing that, where were you positioned out now in your patrol car? 
Ramos: I was out of the car. By the driver side door. 

Quichocho: And, | apologize, but you said you were, that distance was now 20 feet? 
Ramos: Yeah. About 20 feet. 


Quichocho: So you're patrol car is now stopped; you're out of the car, What was your 
frame of mind? What was your mind set when you saw those movements 
and the large handgun coming out? 


Ramos: That he was going to shoot us and kill us. 
Quichocho: How far did he pull the gun out before you guys reacted to his behavior? 
Ramos: I would say it was completely out. He was raising it and it was going, 


pointed towards our direction. 
Quichocho: So it was already coming up towards you guys? 


Ramos: Yes. 

Quichocho: And it was at that time that you fired at the suspect? 
Ramos: Yes. 

Quichocho: And how many times did you fire at him? 

Ramos: Between three and five. 


During the confrontation, Deputy Ramos said he had no chance to give Suspect 
Zepeda verbal commands once they exited their patrol car. 


The area was described by Deputy Ramos as a residential neighborhood. His 
backdrop was a residential home with the address of MN. Humphreys Avenue. He 
added that there is a street light on the northwest corner of Humphreys Avenue/Folsom 
Street and that it was a clear night. He stated the areais known hangout for the “Lopez 
Maravilla” gang in East Los Angeles, where many murders, and shootings have occurred, 
of which he has handled incidents involving murders, robberies, and car-jackings in the 
area, es well. 
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Note: Suspect Zepeda's location of address on file is 
which is about {houses 
of the shooting on side of Humphreys Avenue. 


Deputy Ramos stated there was no cross fire situation during the encounter and that he 
had point of aim and target acquisition adding his laser sights were on the suspect. 


Deputy Joseph Manfree. Employee Pal was interviewed by Internal Affairs 
Sergeant Frank Quichocho on April 21, 2010, at approximately 1018 hours. Deputy 
Mantree was represented by ALADS Attorney, Anna Slotky from the Offices of Green 
and Shinee. The interview was digitally recorded and the following is a summary. 


Deputy Manfree said he and id O OOO o Ramos, responded to the 


general area of Humphreys/Folsom Street, in search of the source of an “illegal shots 
fired” call for service. As the bookman/passenger of the patrol car, Deputy Manfree was 
warned by Deputy Ramos (driver) that he saw somebody running toward them. Deputy 
Manfreesaid as he was being advised of the suspect information, he simultaneously saw 
Suspect Zepeda stop at the corner of Humphreys Avenue/Folsom Avenue and retrieve 
a gun from his waistband. He immediately got out of the patrol car and fearing for his 
safety and life, shot the suspect. 


During follow-up questioning, Deputy Manfree said the call for service was an illegal 
shooting call, which could mean several things like somebody shooting in the area, 
gunshots being fired, shots linked to a murder, and/or somebody getting shot. 


Deputy Manfree said the call was dispatched as a priority call for service, which was 
coordinated with other assisting units in response to a search of the area for the source 
of the shooting. 


While driving west on Folsom Street toward Humphreys Avenue, Deputy Manfree stated 
the address of the call for service was a street south of Folsom Street, which is Floral 
Drive. 


Deputy Manfree said by the time Deputy Ramos advised him of his observations 
concerning Suspect Zepeda, the suspect was already at the northwest corner of the 
intersection, where he stopped and retrieved what appeared to be a “little machine gun” 
from his waistband and pointed it toward his direction. He said the confrontation 
occurred very fast so that he could not recall which hand the suspect used to pull the 
gun out from the waistband. He added that once the patrol car came to a stop, he saw 
Suspect Zepeda facing them and coming out witk the gun, so he quickly jumped out of 
the car and immediately fired his weapon at him. Deputy Manfree added that by the 
time he looked for the silhouette that was running toward them, as observed and advised 
by Deputy Ramos, the suspect was already at the intersection. 
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The following is an excerpt of Deputy Manfree’s transcribed interview on Page 4, line 


44: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 


Manfree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 
Mantree: 


Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 


Mantree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 


Mantfree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 
Quichocho: 
Manfree: 


And when your MN >ointea out the suspect to you, what did you 


do or what did you see? 

I — I saw him running and come to a stop at this corner, and he retrieved what 
looked like a little machine gun from his waistband and pointed it to my direction, 
And do you know what -- which hand he retrieved what appeared to be the machine 
gun? Ifyou recall? 

I don’t recall exactly which hand it was. 

Was this happening, like, really fast? 

Yes, sir. 

Was your patrol car already stopped at that time? 

It-- it seemed like it happened at the same time because when the patrol car stopped, 
I saw and I reacted. I jumped out of the vehicle. 

So when you jumped out of the vehicle, what else did you see the suspect doing at 
that point in time? 

That -- that was the last thing that I saw was him coming up with it, and I 
immediately fired. 

Can you describe that more in a little -- better detail than what you said was a 
machine gun? 

I saw him coming up from his waistband in our direction. I saw the gun and that’s 
when I immediately fired. 1 don’t know how -- 

At some point in time, he was holding a machine gun, pulling it out of his 
waistband? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

Was he facing towards you guys or was he, like, still running north on Humphreys? 
No. He wasn’t -- I mean, he was facing us. I don’t think he was (inaudible). 

So in your mind, the suspect’s actions told you guys -- what’s your perception? 
What’s your frame of mind (inaudible)? 

I was fearing for my life and my partner’s life that he was gonna shoot us. 

What did you do after that? 

I reacted and I reacted to the threat and 1 shot. 

You know how many times you shot the suspect? 

I believe it was three times. 

The suspect go down? 

Yes. 


Deputy Manfree said he was about 30 feet from Suspect Zepeda when he shot him. He 
said he was situated between the patrol car door and the vehicle when he shot the 
suspect, who was fairly closer to him than Deputy Ramos. 
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Deputy Manfree stated the area is a residential neighborhood, which is a known gang 
area for “Lopez Maravilla.” He said his back drop was a fence and a residential home. 


Deputy Manfree stated he had point of aim, sight alignment and target acquisition 
during the encounter with the suspect. He added the incident happened within seconds 
of their epproach. There was no other pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic in the area. 


After being shot, Deputy Manfree said Suspect Zepeda fell onto the sidewalk with both 
hands underneath his body. Although Suspect Zepeda’s weapon was on the sidewalk, 
within arms’ reach, he also potentially posed a threat to them because his hands were 
hidden from view. Based on the situation, Deputy Manfree said an arrest team 
comprised of Deputies Lopez and Astorga (ELA 21) approached the suspect and safely 
handcuffed him without furthor incident. 


After the incident, Deputy Manfree stated he and Deputy Ramos were taken back to the 
station, where they were sequestered and supervised by a Sergeant pending the arrival 
of investigators. 

IAB Note: Refer to a copy of Deputy Manfree’s 

transcribed interview for further detail. 


SUSPECT’S INJURIES: 
Gunshot wound #1: Entry wound to the head (right parietal) was fatal. 


Gunshot wound #2: Entry wound to the neck (front left side) was fatal. 
Gunshot wound #3: Entry wound to the left shoulder (top) was fatal. 
Gunshot wound #4: Entry wound to the groin (left side) was fatal. 
Gunshot wound #5: Entry wound to the back (left side) was fatal. 


DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURIES: 
None. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


Collected by Scientific Services Bureau, Crime Scene Investigators: 


Lab Receipt #K027586: 

Item 1: Black “Mark Man 17" air pistol, serial mm. :: collected from the 
glassy sidewalk easement west of the suspect's body. 
(Processed for latent prints; No latent prints were developed). 

Item 2: One steel ball (NOT PROCESSED). 
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GSR Kit#C3929 was collected in addition of chest, facial, and arm hair samples. 


Item 412: One Beretta 92F, 9mm semiautomatic handgun, with serial number 
E with laser sight grips, loaded with one(1) live round in the 
chamber and ten (10) live rounds in the magazine (Duty weapon of Deputy 
Hugo Ramos.) The pistol was transported to the Sheriff's Crime Lab by 
Firearms Examiner David Kim. 


Item #13: One Beretta 92F, 9mm semiautomatic handgun, serial number 
BER loaded with one (1) live round in the chamber and twelve 
(12) live rounds in the magazine (Duty weapon of Deputy Joseph Manfree.) 
The pistol was transported to the Sheriffs Crime Lab by Firearms 
Examiner David Kim. 


Note: A green leafy substance and drug paraphernalia were collected at the scene and 
booked into evidence at the Forensic Science Laboratory. 


IAB Note: Refer to Exhibit B, for further details. 


IN TIGATORS OBSERVATIONS: 
Toxicological report indicates the suspect had the presence of marijuana in his system. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 
DEPUTY HUGO RAMOS: 


Service Weapon: Beretta 9mm caliber, Model 92F, semiautomatic pistol bearing serial 
number or AS 

Type of Ammunition: 9mm 

Ammunition: Five rounds fired with (1) live round in the chamber, and (10) live rounds 
in the magazine. 

Shell Casings: 5 (Collected by Firearms Deputy David Kim) 

Date Employee Last Qualified: (Mobile Range): 

Date Last Trained With Weapon: 

Laser Village: 

Item #12: Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department- Scientific Services Bureau, 
Firearms Identification Section. (Refer to Exhibit B). 
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DEPUTY JOSEPH MANFREE: 


Service Weapon: Beretta 9mm caliber, Model 92F, semiautomatic pistol bearing serial 
number BE 

Type of Ammunition: 9mm 

Ammunition: Three rounds fired with (1) live round in the chamber, and (12) live 
rounds in the magazine. 

Shell Casings: 3 (Collected by Firearms Deputy David Kim) 

Date Employee Last Qualified: (Mobile Range): 

Date Last Trained With Weapon: 

Laser Village: === 

Item #13: Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department- Scientific Services Bureau, 
Firearms Identification Section. (Refer lu Exhibit B). 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECTS: 


A black air pistol. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 

NIA 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 
Investigator: LASD Homicide Detectives 


Sergeant Howard Cooper and Detective Donna Cheek 
Court: N/A 
Charges Filed: N/A 
Case Status: N/A 


WEATHER CONDITIONS AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 


The incident occurred during the hours of darkness and the weather was clear. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS 
JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 


STEVE COOLEY « District Attorney JANICE L. MAURIZI e Director 
JOHN K. SPILLANE + Chief Deputy District Attorney 
CURTIS A. HAZELL » Assistant District Attorney 


August 31, 2009 


Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacher Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE: J.S.LD. File No. 08-0749 
LASD File No. 008-15402-0273-013 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attomey’s Office has 
completed its review of the November 30, 2008, death of Salvador Zepeda-Alarcon by Los Angeles 
County Sherif”s Department Deputies Hugo Ramos and Joseph Manfree. We have concluded that 
the deputies acted in self-defense and in defense of others. 


The following analysis is based upon reports prepared by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Tlepartment submitted to this office by Detectives Howard Copper and Donna Cheeks on 

June 23, 2009. The District Attorney's Command Center was notified of the shooting at 
approximately 4:45 a.m. on November 30, 2009. The District Attomey Response Team, comprised 
of Deputy District Attomey Stephanie Sparagna and Senior — ES 
responded to the scene where they were given a briefing of the circumstances and a walk-through of 
the location. 


INTRODUCTION 


On November 30, 2008, at 2:00 a.m., Deputies Ramos and Manfree were dispatched to 
Floral Avenue in the City of East Los Angeles regarding a “Shots Fired” call. Ramos and 
Manfree were traveling in a marked police vehicle in the area o” Moro Humphreys Avenue 
when they saw Salvador Zepeda-Alarcon [Zepeda] running in their direction. This location is 
one tenth of a mile from Floral Avenue. The deputies stopped and exited their car. Zepeda 
raised a pisto! and pointed it in their direction. Both deputies shot Zepeda who fell to the street 
and dropped his pistol. Zepeda was pronounced dead at the scene by paramedics. 


Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center 
210 West Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3210 

1213) 974-3888 

WEBSITE: http://da.co.la.ca.us 
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FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


Deputy Oscar Lopez and his partner, Deputy Mario Astorga, responded to a radio call of 
gunshots heard in the 4200 block of Floral Street, just west of Humphreys Avenue. At that 
location, they discovered that a party had just dispersed. The deputies spoke to numerous 
partygoers as they were leaving the area. None of the people interviewed reported hearing or 
witnessing a shooting. Lopez and Astorga continued looking in the area for potential gunshot 
victims and evidence of a shooting. 


While patrolling in their marked car on Floral Street, they saw Zepeda crouching behind a truck 
parked on Humphreys Avenue. Lopez opined that Zepeda appeared to be “lying-in-wait like 
planning an ambush” and believed that Zepeda might be related to the “Shots Fired” call. Lopez 
made a U-turn so that he and Astorga could investigate. They initially lost sight of Zepeda but 
saw him running on Folsom Street where they again loss sight of him as he continued to run 
from them. Lopez and Astorga also noticed an assisting patrol unit, occupied by Deputies 
Ramos and Mantfree, traveling west on Folsom Street, in Zepeda’s direction. Shortly thereafter, 
Lopez and Astorga heard gunshots. They exited their car and approached Folsom Street and 
Humphreys Avenue on foot while taking cover behind parked cars. They heard radio traffic 
indicating that an assisting unit had just been involved in a shooting. When they reached the 
intersection, Lopez and Astorga saw Ramos and Manfree positioned behind the front doors of 
their patrol car with their guns pointed towards Zepeda who was lying on the street. Lopez and 
Astorga saw what appeared to be a large handgun lying on the grass just west of Zepeda. 


Ramos and Manfree were traveling on Folsom Street near Humphreys Avenue when Ramos 
caught a glimpse of a silhouette, later identified as Zepeda, sprint in front of them. Ramos 
thought that Zepeda could be involved in the “Shots Fired” call and advised Mantree of his 
observations. Ramos turned the vehicle’s headlights off which allowed them to get close to 
Zepeda rapidly without being detected. As they neared the intersection of Humphreys Avenue 
and Folsom Street, Ramos saw Zepeda run directly towards them. Ramos stopped and exited his 
car and drew his service weapon while taking cover behind the front door. Ramos illuminated 
Zepeda with the vehicle mounted driver’s side spotlight. Zepeda stopped on the corner, looked 
directly at Ramos, and raised his sweatshirt exposing his waistband. Zepeda retrieved a large 
black handgun from the front portion of his pants and pointed it directly at Ramos who initially 
thought it was a Mac-10. Fearing that Zepeda was about to shoot him and his partner, Ramos 
fired at Zepeda three to five times until Zepeda feli to the street. Ramos saw Zepeda’s gun on 
the grass adjacent to the sidewalk. Ramos immediately advised all units via his handheld radio 
of the shooting. 


Manfree explained that Ramos abruptly stopped the car after seeing Zepeda running in front of 
them, moments before shooting. Manfree exited the car just as it came to a stop and immediately 
drew his service weapon and took cover behind the front passenger door. Manfree saw Zepeda 
holding a large handgun in his hands. Zepeda raised the gun from his waistband into a shooting 
position as he pointed it directly at Manfree. Fearing he was about to be shot, Manfree fired at 
Zepeda two to three times. Zepeda fell to the street and his gun fell onto the sidewalk area. 
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“Manfree could not recall whether verbai commands were given to Zepeda noting that it happened 
“really fast.” 


had just left a house party. He was standing on Folsom Street near Humphreys 

Avenue when he heard the sound of a car rapidly braking and saw a sheriffs car come to a stop. 

aw Ramos and Manfree exit their patrol car, draw and point their guns and yell, 
“Freeze.” [RNS Zepeda raise both of his hands just below his head. he not 
see anything in Zepeda’s hands. said that the shots were fired immediately after the 
commands were given by the deputies. erceived that Zepeda “did what they said..., 
stopped right away” and froze. Re seen Zepeda run from another police car on 
Humphreys a few minutes prior to the shooting. Re not hear any gunshots prior to this 


incident but reported that other partygoers said that they heard gunfire. 


oOo leaving the party when she heard the sound of a braking car. She saw 
Manfree and Ramos exit their car and heard them give the commands to “stop” and “freeze” at 
least two times. Maid not see to whom the commands were directed. Within seconds of 
hearing the commands, she heard three to four gunshots. Mi a not see anyone else in the 
intersection. 


HER sides at the corner of Humphreys Avenue and Folsom Street. Hew 
Zepeda by the nickname of “Chava.” A hostile and uncooperative. She said she was 
awakened by the gunshots and then asserted that she witnessed the shooting when she looked out 
her window. lescribed the deputies as crouched behind a car shooting in an easterly 
direction. The investigators looked out the window and noted that the view of the location of the 
shooting was blocked by parked cars. HE vas outside her home on her cell phone during the 
entire time investigators were conducting the crime scene investigation. Investigators overheard 

state, while talking on her cell phone, that she was awakened by the gunshots and did not 
see anything. 


Investigators noted that Manfree and Ramos’ patro] car was parked with both front doors 
opened, the engine running and lights off. Investigators observed what appeared to be a black 
handgun, similar in appearance to a small assault weapon, laying on the grass easement just west 
of Zepeda. Upon closer examination, investigators noted that the handgun was an air pistol. 


An examination of Ramos’ firearm revealed one round in the chamber and ten rounds in the 
magazine. It was determined that Ramos fired five rounds. An examination of Manfree’s 
firearm revealed one round in the chamber and twelve rounds in the magazine. It was 
determined that Manfree fired his service weapon three times during the incident. 


On December 2, 2008, Dr. Ogbonna Chinwah conducted an autopsy on Salvador Zepeda and 
ascribed the cause of death to “multiple gunshot wounds.” Dr. Chinwah found five gunshot 
wounds, all of which were determined to be fatal. A toxicology test showed recent use of 
marijuana indicating that Zepeda was under the influence of marijuana at the time of the 
shooting. 
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LEGAL ANALYSIS 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of another if it 
reasonably appears that the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of another 
actually and reasonably believed that he was in imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. 
People v. William (1975) 75 Cal. App. 3d 731 


If one is confronted by the appearance of danger which arouses in his mind, as a reasonable 
person, an honest conviction and fear that he is about to suffer bodily injury, and if a reasonable 
person in a like situation seeing and knowing the same facts, would be justified in believing 
himself in like danger, and if the person so confronted acts in fear and honest conviction, his 
right of self-defense is the same whether such danger is real or apparent. People v. Jackson 
(1965) 233 Cal. App. 2d 639 


The evidence examined shows that Deputies Ramos and Mantree attempted to contact Salvador 
Zepeda regarding a “Shots Fired” call. Zepeda initially ran away from deputies then tumed and 
pointed what appeared to be a firearm at them. Unbeknownst to the deputies, Zepeda was 
pointing an air pistol, The deputies, in fear for their lives, responded with deadly force. 


We conclude that Deputies Hugo Ramos and Joseph Manfree acted in lawful self-defense and in 
defense of another when they used deadly force against Salvador Zepeda-Alarcon. We are 
therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


5 n 
y Sye oo 
STEPHANIE SPARAGNA 


Deputy District Attorney 
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